If a small plug of sponge-tent be passed into the cervical canal, to dilate it for the free passage of the discharge, the latter will be restrained completely for the time, and the girding pain will be much increased. On the removal of the sponge, the discharge will come away fetid in a gush, and the girding pain will be completely relieved. Much care is necessary in using the sponge; for, if too large, it may lacerate the rigid atrophied cervix by its rapid expansion ; or, by too long obstruction of the discharge, the over-distended uterus may burst, especially if its walls are degenerated and unelastic ; or, by the same cause, the noxious fluid may be forced through the tubes into the peritoneal cavity. These risks are over-above those rare evils which occasionally occur from the use of sponge-tents in cases that appear to be in every way proper for their application.
Examination with a speculum, adapted in size to the condition of the parts, may not be necessary. By its means an abraded condition of the cervix uteri may be remarked ; and probably the process of the examination will cause blood to ooze from these parts. 
